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Europe. The bulbs are sent to every portion of the world, and consti-
tute an export valued at more than $16,000^000 annually.

THE CENTRAL LOWLANDS

Large portions of the central lowlands were originally covered
with lakes which occupied the space between the dunes and the higher
areas to the east. Many of these bodies of water were filled up by
alluvial and peat deposits. Here again the deltaic influence makes itself

Dikes and canals are essential features of the polders. (Courtesy of the Nether-
lands Railways.)

felt. The land is low and marshy, one quarter of the entire country
being below the normal level of the sea; and a considerable additional
area would be submerged at high tide if it were not for the protection
of the dikes and the dunes. The great problems of this area are pro-
tection from the sea, and drainage. These are solved by forming
polders, or sections surrounded by dikes and from which the water is
drained. If the land lies above sea level, the problem of drainage is
simple, for the water can be diverted into the streams and canals
which will carry it to the sea. But if the land is below sea level, the
water must then be pumped into the canals which are built at a suffi-
cient elevation so that they will drain naturally to the sea. This pump-
ing was formerly done by windmills which were ever-present features
of the Dutch landscape. Today these picturesque mills are disappearing,